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Abstract:
Inference (Al-Istidlal) constitutes a major issue that Arab scholars have diligently addressed across
many of their works. They frequently approached it, both explicitly and implicitly, while tackling
various linguistic and jurisprudential issues within the Arabic linguistic sciences and the fundamentals
of Islamic jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh). Arabic rhetoric (Balagha) is one of the most prominent sciences
where interest in inference is deeply manifested and its significance is thoroughly examined, as it
forms the bedrock for the issues of both the science of meanings (llm al-Ma'ani) and the science of
eloquence (llm al-Bayan). Al-Sakkaki stands out as one of the most prominent scholars of Arabic
rhetoric who dedicated an independent section to inference, demonstrating its importance and
necessity in explaining how meaning is produced across various rhetorical chapters.
From this perspective, this linguistic approach adopts a descriptive pragmatic method, aiming to define
inference and investigate how Al-Sakkaki employed it. It further clarifies the connection between
rhetorical inference and the sciences of Ma'ani and Bayan as conceptualized by Al-Sakkaki. All of this is
explored through the following central problem:

What is inference?

How did Al-Sakkaki employ it in Miftah al-Ulum (The Key to the Sciences)?

What is its relationship with the sciences of Ma'ani and Bayan?
Keywords: Speech Acts — Context — Inference — Reasoning - Arabic Rhetoric.
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