Pegem Journal of Education and Instruction, Vol. 16, No. 1, 2026 (pp. 2829-2837) ®(mw'k

RESEARCH ARTICLE WWW.PEGEGOG.NET
Dimensions of Temporal Construction in the Novel Just 2 Only by

Ibrahim Nasrallah

Dr. Tahar Messili !, Dr. Nassim Harrar 2
1: University Abderrahmane Mira of Bejaia, Algeria, tahar.messili@univ-bejaia.dz,
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-8675-1217
2: University Mohamed El Bachir El Ibrahimi of Bordj Bou Arreridj, Algeria,
nassim.harrar@univ-bba.dz, https://orcid.org/0009-0004-6774-8934

Received: 05.01.2026 Accepted: 25.03.2026 Published: 02.06.2026

Abstract

This study aims to unover the mechanisms of employing time in the novel Just 2 Only by
Palestinian novelist Ibrahim Nasrallah, through the analysis of its three dimensions: artistic, factual,
and psychological.

The pages of this article conclude that time in this novel operates on three intertwined levels:
an artistic level that subverts narrative linearity through techniques of flashback and foreshadowing;
a factual level that transforms major historical events into living experiences residing in the present
rather than concluded past occurrences; and a psychological level that renders the inner time of
traumatized characters circular, perpetually returning to the moment of the original trauma.
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